
From Start to Finish


The following are notes and ideas so you can focus on listening to each 
other and thinking about your own practices and ideas during this class. 

Bring paper and a writing tool for this class. 

Welcome to the class where you will start and finish a song in one hour. On 
the bottom of the this page are prompts that you can choose from. I chose 
ones that will force you to write what may not inspire you.  Do not worry 
about writing a “great” song. This is the practice of writing and who knows 
you may get a line or two that you can save for later, put n your file of great 
song ideas or lines.  Keep a file, notebook or however you save lines and 
ideas. You will find that you will go back and use some of them later.


How to write a song from start to finish:


Don’t wait for inspiration to hit!

Write to a prompt

FINISH the song even if you think it is bad (you can go back later)

Use chord progressions that are tried and true, example CGAmF

Chose a title-make it simple

Titles:  make a list of questions suggested by the title

-answer one question in the chorus and one for each verse

Choose your song structure example -chorus verse chorus  verse bridge  
chorus verse

Write for a predetermined amount of time 

Record your song so you don’t forget it and you can use it in your 
songwriting future.


Prompts for this class: Don’t dwell on this now!

1. Tall but envies those who are short (or the reverse)

2. Always bragging about past accomplishments, even made up ones

3. Insists everyone calls him/her by a different name each day, depending 

on the mood or event

4. On the day of her wedding Zelda was nowhere to be found

5. As she (he) stepped on the train, I fought the urge to jump on after her

6. You wake up and everything you say rhymes. You can’t control it.

7. I’m your conscience. That is literally my one job




8. Every morning a package is delivered that contains exactly what you 
need that day.


9. Outside the window, you see something you cannot believe

10. You have a Prius, and you road trip from New York to California


Feel free to contact me

Gail Dreifus

gailpisces1@gmail.com

209-628-8786
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